Successful chemotherapy for congenital malignant gliomas: a report of two cases.
We describe the cases of 2 patients with a congenital malignant glioma that responded to chemotherapy. In the first case, a 2-month-old boy had a conjugate deviation to the right side and nystagmus. A T(1)-weighted gadolinium-enhanced magnetic resonance image showed a large tumor in his right frontal lobe. The tumor was partially resected, and the histological diagnosis was malignant ganglioglioma. The child then underwent 6 cycles of chemotherapy (mainly carboplatin and etoposide), and the residual tumor shrank. The tumor was then partially resected during a second operation, after which the patient underwent 5 cycles of chemotherapy (a combination of carboplatin, etoposide, vincristine, ifosfamide, cisplatin and cyclophosphamide). The tumor has not recurred in more than 8.5 years. In the second case, a 2-month-old boy had bulging of the anterior fontanel. The T(1)-weighted gadolinium-enhanced magnetic resonance image showed a large suprasellar tumor. The tumor was partially resected, and the histological diagnosis was anaplastic astrocytoma. The patient underwent 8 cycles of chemotherapy (MCNU, carboplatin and etoposide) and the tumor has not recurred in more than 7.5 years. Our experience indicates that, if surgical removal and chemotherapy are done aggressively for malignant gliomas in neonates and infants, long-term survival is possible.